TWO 


SERMONS 


T O 

TOUNG PEOPLE , 

ON THE 

Importance of Piety. 


By Elam Potter, A. M. 

Pastor of a Church of CHRIST in Enfield. 


BOSTON, NEW. ENGLAND; 
Printed by RICHARD DRAPER, 


M,DCC,LXXI. 

rm 






DEDICATION. 


f O I 0.1 0.1 0.1 0 1.0.1.04.0 1 0 1 0 I # I O I • 



TOUNG PEOPLE. 


Dear Youth, 

I Am come as a faithful, tho’ 
an unworthy Ambaflador 
from the King of Kings, to 
treat with you about your pre- 
cious Souls, which you know 
muft be fayed or loft to all 
Eternity. 

If 
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If any are pleafed to enquire 
after my Commiflion, it is with 
equal Freedom and Confidence 
I produce it : Our rifen and 
now afcended LORD fays, 
Go ye into all the TVorld \ and 
preach the Gofpel to every. Crea- 
ture : He that believeth and is 
baptized \ floall be faved ; but he 
that believeth not , float l be 
damned. 

The Lord Jefus Chrift has 

been fending forth his Sonants 
and gathering in his Saints, 
for many Ages ; and he hath 
already collected a glorious 
Body out of the Ruins of the 
Apoftacy — mod of whom are 
now in Glory ; and thofe be- 
hind arc travelling thither. 

O 

But, 
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But, as Heaven is not yet 
full, Chrift is dill gathering in 
more, in one Place and in 
another, and fome he is : ga- 
thering out of our own Age : 
And as foon as he hath ga- 
thered the Children of God 
into his own Kingdom, he will 
fet the World on Fire ; and 
all the Wicked fhail be turned 
into Hell. 

Jfeo w therefore and attend 
in t Sk your Day to theThings 
that Delong to your Peace, 
lead #iey lliall foon be hid 
from your Eyes ; now is your 
bed Time, your Hear^are 
tender, there are much greater 
Hopes of your being converted 
now, than after you are thirty 
_ or forty Years old. We 
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We find it hard for young 
People to be converted ; but 
it is much harder for old 
People ; and for old People, 
who have been fettled down 
upon a falfe Hope, it feems 
next to impoflible, though 
fuch Miracles of Grace fome- 
times appear. 

Considering the Danger 
that this may be the awful 
Cafe with many of yoy,^^de- 
fire now to join with mjKev’d 
and faithful Fathers and Bre- 
thren in the Miniftry t#make 
one ferious Effort with you, 
befeapyour golden Seafon of 
Yoj’m is paft. 

It is to you, My Fellow 
Youth, I humbly infcribe thefe 1 

two 
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two Difcourfes, on the Impor- 
tance of Piety.— -As there are 
many Miftakes in the World, 
and manyThoufands deftroyed 
by them, you will be wife to 
look to yourfelves that you be 
not deceived in this infinitely 
important Affair of Salvation. 

If you are faithful to your 
own Souls you will ever bear 
in MinjJ that nothing fhort of 
beingti made new Creatures 
can, in any meafure, fit a Per- 
: fon f<3t them blifsful Regions 
, above, where Thoufands of 
■ Angels and Saints are now 
finging fweet Hallelujahs to 
r God and the Lamb : For 
s ' which glorious Place, and for 
) l which happy Employment that 

we 
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we may be prepared, is the 
earned Prayer of, 

W 

Courteous Reader, 


thy Faithful Servant, 


for Jefus Chrift’s Sake, 

W 0* 


ELAM POTTER. 


Enfield, 

yipril, ijyi. 





SERMON I- 

The Importance of PIETY. 


i 



JOHN, III. 3. 

Verily , verily t 1 fay unto Thee t except 
a Man be born again ^ he cannot Jet 
the Kingdom of God, 

W HAT our glorious Lor*? faid to Nicodmusi 
he fays to every PerTon, and that with 
unufual Solemnity : “ Verily, verily, I 
“ fay unto Thee, fuch is the fioful State of fallen 
“ Man that unlefs he is bern again, and becomes n 
“ new Creature, he cannot enjoy the Benefits of the 
“ MeBiah’s Kingdom. ” 

B 


To 


( * ) 

To be born agw a a fiipematoral Change wrought 
Upon the Soul by the Operation* of Gad** Spine i 
whereby a Perfon is brought oup of rite Kingdom of 
Satan into the Kingdom of Qod. > 

By the Kingdom of God, we mu ft underftand the 
fame that, in many Places, is called the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; it means the Kingdom of ’Grace here, the 
Kingdom of Glory hereafter, and all the Bleflednefs 
that belongs to each. 

By not feeing this Kingdom, means to be denied 
all .pare in the Giory and Bteffedrtefs Of it. 

My FrUnds, We have here the Importance of 
Regeneration. 

r* 

Many Ages have proved that this Doflrine is 
very humbling to the Pride of natural Men ; and 
therefore many in the World have altogether mifrepre- 
fented it ; and others have thought it a Point of mere 
Speculation, and not worthy of ferious Enquiry.— 
But our blefled Lord and hits Apoftles arsd Prophets 
gave their fu! left Teltimony to the Importance of it. 
St. John, fpeaking of thofe that received (Thrift, fays. 
They were born of God. St. Paul fays, If any Man 
be in Chrift, he is a new Creature. St. Peter a!fo, 
describes the Saints as being born again. Moles, 
fpeaking of the fame Thing, fays, the Lord thy God 
will cirCumcife thine Heart, and the Heart of thy 
Seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine Heart, 
and with all thy Sou!, that thou mayeft live. We 
read the fame in Ezekiel : God fays, A new Heart 
alio will I give you, and a new Spirit will I put 
within you, and caufe you to walk in my Statutes. 
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But the Perfon that can fee nothing irt Hgivam 
more charming to hfe Tafte than alii the Dehgb&df 
the World, ought to read the Importance Of tha 
DoftrSne in his own Heart. 

Regeneration .is the began Reiteration of a Prin- 
ciple of Holinsfs in the Heart of the depraved Creature* 
and this is effe&od by the fupernatural Influences of 
the Holy Spirit. 

t f 0 

Our Lord, juft before his Departure, was gf*ci- 
oofly pletfed not only to protnife the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoft, but alfo to intimate in what Manner be fttould 
operate on the Hearts of thofe, who, through Grace, 
fhould be tranftated from the Kingdom of Satan to his 
own Kingdom of Grace and Glory. 

He (ays. He (hall reprove, o t as it may properly 
be render’d, he (hall convince the World of Sin,, of 
Righteoufnels and of Judgment. John 16. 8. Ufually, 
the Holy Spirit £rft convinces Men of fbmegpf their 
moft heinous aftual Sins : This feems to have been 
the Cafe with David, in the Matter of Uriah. And 
ufually, after Men have been made fenfible of their 
moft aggravated Sins, they are lead to a Senfe of 
rnsn y other Sins, which before, they thought little 
about ; and thefe feme rimes increafe, till they appear 
like a mighty Army, all marlhal’d in dreadful Array 
againft the poor defencelefs Soul. 

How ' was it in the Days of Pentecoft, when our 
Lord’s Promifes was in part fulfilled, when the 
Holy Spirit came down as a mighty ruftiing Wi nd 
and filled all the Place where the Apoftles were fitting, 
and their Word being cloathed with divine Power, 

packed not only the Ears but the Hearts of Sinners ? 

3 % Ther\ 
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Then the Jews were pricked in their Heart, and from 
a deep Senfe of their Guilt, in crucifying the Lord of 
Glory, gnd from a Senfe of Sins in general, they cry 
out, in Soul-diftrefs, fVh&t Jball we do l And the 
infpired Apoftles were fo far from deeming this En* 
thufiafm, chat they moft cordially approved and re- 
joiced in the Work of God. 

The Holy Spirit alfo convinces Men of the heinous 
Nature of Sins of Omiflion : ThefeMen commonly think 
little of i as though the final Doom of the Wicked 
was not predicated upon them : But the Holy Spirit 
convinces Men of many Omiflions of Duty, and often 
leads them to fee, that they delerve to be damned for 
the Sin that attends the bell Work that they ever 
performed, in their Lives : And He brings them to fee 
more or lefs the evil Source and Fountain of Sin, that 
is within them Mechinks I heat them frankly acknow- 
ledge with David , and fay. Lord, I was born in Sir, 
and lhapen in Iniquity : And fometimes, ftruggling 

with inhate Corruption, they fay, with Paul, ©wretch- 
ed Man that I am, who fhall deliver me from this 
Body of Death? 

But over and above all I have mentioned, the 
Holy Spirit ufually convinces Men of that moft 
heinous and aggravated Sin of Unbelief, which they 
commonly think little about. Our Lord fays, He fhail 
convince theWorld of Sio, becaufe they believe not on 
me. 

Methiuks I hear one, in his Retirement, be- 
moaning himfelf, and faying with the Leper, Unclean! 
unclean ! I am all polluted with Sin ! and perhaps in 
a manner that he never did before, he fmites upon his 

Breaft 
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Breafi:, with this humble Petition ; God, be merciful 
to me a Sinner ! One fays, O my Sins ! how can I j 
bear their heavy and infupportable Burden ? like 
Mountains they are prefTing me down to Hell ! O how 
(ball I efcape the Damnation of Hell ? How (hall I 
efcape the Wrath of a Sin-avenging God ? Can I en- 
dure themFlames ? Can I endure that Lake that burns 
with Fire and Brimftone, to all Eternity ? Lord, have 
mercy on me ! I deferve to perifh ! But this he re- 
solves -, If I perifh, I will perilh crying for Mercy, 
at the Foot of Jefus. 

In the mean Time, the Holy Spirit convinces him 
of Righteoufncfs ; — That by the Deeds of the Law no 
Flefli can be justified, — that his beft Righteoufnefs is 
as filthy Rags : And hence he defpairs of all Hope in 
himfelf, nor does the Holy Spirit leave him to perifh 
in this Condition •, but he fhews him that perfect 
Righteoufnefs that Jefus Chrift hath compleated, and 
in Tcftimony thereof, is now afeended to the Father. 
And now the Creature feeing that this is the Way, and 
that there is no other, he ventures his Soul upon 
Jefus Chrift, and rejoices in this Way of Salvation, 
as infinitely glorious ! 

In th* mean Time, the Holy Spirit alfo convinces 
him of Judgment ; That Chrift has, not only, va- 
nifhed Satan, the Head of the grand Apoftacy, but 
that he will, in the awful and glorious Day, judge and 
condemn all the Wicked, with him, to everlafting 
Perdition, as well as invite and receive all his Saints 
into his eternal Kingdom of Glory. 

But far be it from me to fay there is any one pre- 
eife Method of the Holy Spirit’s Operation ; There is 

a 
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a Variety as I (hall hereafter obferve. If fuch be the 
Operations of God's Spirit on the Hearts of thofe 
who are tranflated from the Kingdom of Satan to the 
Kingdom of Jefus Chrift, then what is the Condition 
of thofe who are utter Strangers thereto, and to all 
the blefled Conferences ? Alas, how awfully appa- 
rent is this the Condition of the greateft Part of the 
rifing Generation ! 

My Fellow Youth, ft is Matter of fore Lamen- 
tation, thac the moft of you appear to live without 
God in the World ! Well may the Lord fay. Hear, 
O Heavens, and give Ear, O Earth ; 1 have nourilh- 
ed and brought up Children, and they have rebelled 
againft me. It is apparently the Chara&er of the moft 
of you, that you are utter Strangers to that important 
Change of Regeneration, that our Saviour expreisly 
infifts upon ; and if you die in this unregenerate State, 
you muft be forever excluded the Bleffings of his 
Kingdom. O how dreadful will that be ! Now you 
are the Mark that God has fet up, and ail his Woes 
are pointed at you ! not one Promife for you 1 but 
God is everywhere threatening to deftroy you ; 
His Patience is only waiting on you, a little while, to 
fee if you will repent and turn unto Him ; but if 
you turn not fpeedily, he will foon begin to execute 
his fierceWrath upon you, as he has done upon many 
who were lefs Sinners than you ; they are now roaring 
in Hell ; and expett, every Moment, when you will 
come to join their milerabte Number, that you may 
mutually inhance each other's Torments. 

Eut tell me, tell me, O my young Friends, can 
you dwell with devouring Fme ? Can you dwell with 
wvcHafting Burnings ? Can you make your Bed in 

Hell f 

« • 1 
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Hell ? Can you lie down in the Lake that burns with 
Fire and Brimftone, and be wrapped in Sheets, of Flame ? 
Can you drink the Cup of Jehovah’s Wrath ? Can 
you endure the eternal Storm or his Vengeance ? Can 
you howl and roar with Devils to all Eternity ? Surely, 
if you die Unregenerate, you rouft. This (hall ye 
have at my Hand, faith the Lord, ye (hall lie down 
in Sorrow. And what kind of Sorrows will thefe be? 
no Sorrows like the Sorrows of the Damned, who 
forrow without Hope ! There God will p our out the 
full Vials of his Wrath upon you ; but wiiat will this 
Wrath be ? It will be the Wrath of Almighty God j 
fuch Wrath as an omnipotent Jehovah is able to 
infiidl ! Think, O think, what was his V/ rath upon 
the old World, — upon Sodom — upon Egypt — upon 
the Troops of Korah — upon Dathan and Abiram ? 
and what was his Wrath upon his own Son, for your 
Sakes ? And what do you think it will tie upon you 
who defpife and crucify afreih the dear Lamb of God ? 
Is not the Lord faying to you as he faid to Sinners of 
Old, 1 will tread you in mine Anger, and will tram-* 
pie you in my Fury, and your Blood fhall befprinkled 
upon my Garments, and I will (tab all tny Raimtnt?— 
To you, he fays, Can thine Heart endure, or can 
thine Hands he (trong, in the Days that I fhall deal 
with thee ? If I whet my glittering -Sword, and mine 
Hand take hold on Judgment, I will render Ven- 
geance to mine Enemies, and Reward them that hate 
me. 


O Sinners, what will you do in the Hour of Dejtb, 
that you have made no Preparation for ? How will you 
be able to meet the King of Terrors ? How will you 
quake and tremble when Devils, like Lions, (hall be 
feen to fall upon your guilty Souls, and drag them 

down 



( 8 ) 

down to Hell!— O whither can you fly ? God (ays,' 
If they dig into Hell, thence (hall my Hand take then:, 
though they climb up to Heaven, thence will I bring 
them down, and though they hide themfelves in the. 
Tops of Carmel, I will fearch and take them out 
thence ; and though they be hid from my Sight in the 
bottom of the Sea, thence will I command the Serpent* 
and he Ihall bite them. 


Think, O my young Friends, think on this awful 
Scene, how dreadful will it be for you in rhe general 
Judgment ! When the Lord Jefus Chrift Ihall be re- 
vealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels, in fla- 
ming Fire, taking Vengeance on you that obey not 
the Gofpel, who muft be punifhed with everlafting 
Deftruftion from the Prefence of the Lord and from 
the Glory of his Power : Then Wrath fhal! go forth 
as Lightning from the Prefence of the Almighty, and 
blaft his Enemies to Deftruftion j and the immenfe 
Glory of his Power Ihall be difplayed in their Ruin. 

How will you tremble when that meek arid coni'' 
paflionate Lamb of God, whom you have rejefled, 
Ihall lay to his Angels, Bring hither thofe mine Ene- 
mies, and (lay them befo. me? What amazing Hor- 
rors will feize rou when this enthroned Jedge (hall fay. 
Hence ! Depart frem me, ye Curled, into ever- 
lafting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels! 
Jiow will you wail and lament to fee the dear Saints 
afeending cm high to the Manfions of Biifs, but your- 
felves descending down to the fiery Coafts of Hell, 
there to fpend a long and an endlels Eternity in curfing 
that Folly that now defpifes this Rebuke. 


O 
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O mbthinks I (hall then hear One and another 
pray that never prayed before, laying. Come, O ye 
Mountains and Rocks, fall on us, and hide us from 
the Face of him that fitteth on the Throne and from 
the Wrath of the Lamb, for the Great Day of his 
Wrath is come. 

O yb Saints, methinks I hear fom'e of your La- 
mentations over thefe poor Souls, fayiog, “Alas, Alas, 
“ what lhall be done! We live in a perilling World, 
“ Thoufands around us, and mod of our precious 
“ Youth, feetn to be going to Deftru&ion. And 
“ when we warn them of it, we fcem as Men that 
“ mock,— They are going down to endlefs Ruin ! 
“ and we cannot flop them, they will not be Hopped ! 
“ We have exerted all our Powers* but they will not 
“ hear us, — we have called and are weary, — all our 
“ Attempts are in vain, if God does not help. — O 
“ how lhall we give up our dear Friends whom we 
“ fee travailing in the downward Road ? O that we 
** could die for them, as Chrift died for us ! If it were 
“ poflible we could venture after them, down to the 
“ Gates of Hell t© prevent their Ruin.— We have 
“ prayed for them ! we have counl’eled them 1 we 
“ have pleaded with them ! we have wept over them ! 
“ our Eyes have run down with Waters •, and we 
“ could yet weep Rivers of Tears for them ! O the 
** Worth of their immortal Souls ! it is their all ! 
" and what will it be for thefe Souls to be loft ! O 
“ dear Hearts, how can we endure to fee you roaring 
“ in them Flames, and the Devils tormenting you 1 
“ but God will enable us to do it, and if you perifh 
** we fhal! glorify him to all Eternity, and fing fweel 
“ Hallelujahs in your Damnation. But has nothing 
“ been done to refeue thefe immortal Souls ? Yes 

C “ much 
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“ much infinitely much has been done ! the dear 
“ Lamb of God has been flain ! but they will not 
** accept of Him. Chrift Iheds his richeft Blood for 
** them ! He weeps over them ! he groaned in Ago- 
“ nies for them ! He holds forth the Arms of his 
“ Mercy to receive them, but Lord, they will not 
“ come ! O Ihall nothing, Ihall nothing but the 
“ Sight of Ruin and the Out cries of the Damned 
** awaken their Confciences ? Shall nothing but Hell’s 
“ hotted Flames melt their hard Hearts ? O bleffed 
** Jefus, may thy Mercy, even thy Mercy, that has 
“ reached us, thy mod unworthy Creatures, reach 

them alio ! ” 

Now, precious Youth, can you hear thefe Lamen- 
tations of God’s People over you, and yet you make 
no Lamentation over yourfelves ? You lay, why 
need we be fo mucli concerned about you ? — But I 
fay, how can you be fo little concerned about your- 
felves ? Are your Sbuls of no Confequence ? Will you 
damn them for a little Plcafure ? What Good do you 
think pad Pleafures will do you when God lhall throw 
you. Soul and Body, into the Flames of Hell ? 
Though you deep in Security, yet your Damnation 
flumbereth not. — May God by his Spirit quicken yoa, 
and enable you to fly immediately to Jefus Chrift, 
who is an allfufficient Saviour ! 

AMEN. 


S E R M O.N 


JOHN, III. 3. 

Verily , verily , I fay unto Thee , except 
a Man be born again , he cannot fee 
the Kingdom of God. 


C A N it be inferred from thefe Words, that 
Regeneration is a fmall Change ? — 
I would rather think with St. Paul, that. 
If any Man be in Cbrift , be is a neve 
Creature . The Soul being enlightned by God's 
Spirit, as we before obferved, has new Views of the 
unlpeakable Glory and Majefty of God. — He hat 
new Views of the Amiablcnefs of Jefus Chrift, 
he appears to him the Chiefeft among ten Thoufands, 
and one infinitely lovely. And the Things of 
Eternity appear of the utmoft Importance. — Now he 
has new Views of the Glories of Heaven, and of the 

C 7 Employment 




Employment of tha t Place, beyond any Thing that 
he ever before conceived. —Now he rejoices to think 
of fpending a glorious Eternity in the Praifes of God. 
— Now he has new Ideas of Faith and Repentance * 
he finds more Pleafure in repenting than ever he did 
in finning ; and in believirig he rejoices, with Joy 
unfpeakablc and full of Glory. — The Saints now 
appear to him the moft excellent Ones in all the Earth ; 
and he feels llrong Defires for the Salvation of perifh- 
ing Souls around him. Now the Enjoyment of God, 
and Obedience to his Laws become his higheft Delight. 
—Now all the Glory and Grandeur of the World 
appears as mean and contemptible as the Dutt under 
his Feet ; He is ready to fay, O ! if I had tenThou- 
fand luch Worlds, I would throw them all away, as 
Drofs, that I might win Chrift. 

Sometimes, the young Convert thinks Sin and all 
his Foes are (lain, till by’m by he finds that he is 
juft eruering the Field of Battle, and is only girding 
on his Harnefs for War; and though he meets Oppo- 
fnion, yet he has no defire to return to Egypt ; but 
is fully determined, in the Strength of the Lord, to 
fight his Way to Canaan’s Land. 

Thus he that is born again has new Views, new 
Affections, ncwTravels, new Delights, newConfliCts, 
and new Refolutions, and new Hopes of bleffcd 
Immortality ! 

Some are under greater and longer Terrors than 
others ; fomc are healed almoft as loon as they are 
wounded ; which feems to have been the Cafe with 
Peter's Hearers, when the Work of God was very 

?vtnordinarv. 
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In fome the divine Light breaks in like the Sun, at 
Noon- Day in others, their Light * is gradual, like 

the gentle Dawn of the Morning. Some are on a 
fudden brought out of the deepeft Concern into full 
and fubftantial Joys ; others feel their Burden gone, 
and their Souls refting, as it were, in the dear Bofom 
of a Saviour. Sometimes after they have loft their 
firft Comfort, the Devil roars againft them, and they 
are afflifted with moil gloomy Fears. 

In fome their Hope is more conftant. and abiding, 
in others it is oftener interrupted with Fears ; but ftill 
they maintain an unihaken Refolution, that they wiU 
follow on to know the Lord. 

Many adult Saints are able to relate the Time 
when they were iirft brought out of Darknefs into 
marvellous Light. Methinks 1 hear one faying, O i 
bleffed be God for fuch a Day ; it was a Day of Sal* 
vation to my Soul *, it was the Day of my Efpoufals 
to the Lord Jefus Chrift. Another fays, Bleifcd be 
God for fuch a Week, or for fuch a Month, in that: 
Time I truft, thro’ infinite free Qrace, I was 
favingly brought home to God. 

But fome cannot tell the particular Time when 
they were iirft made alive to God } yet my Brethren, 
if you find that the Work of God is done, that you 
have thePrinciples of the newCreature prevailing in you, 
then you may go on yourWay, rejoicing in the Lord. 

And whenever Pcrions have been regenerated in 
their Infancy, the Marks of the new Creature will 
foon appear, and they will enjoy thofe Exercifes of 
Grace that arc common to all God’s Saints. 


But 
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Bvt if Teems that Youth is the Seafon, in 
which, the Lord Jefus Chrift gathers in the greaceft 
Part of his Elett. It is awful to fee how many, who 
pafs that Seafon, live and die the Monuments of 
divine Wrath I 

O take Warning, my young Friends, now is the 
Time j improve the preient Opportunity, before your 
Hearts are hardened in Sin. 

Marvellous are the Occ3fions that the HolySpirit 
snakes ufe of in bringing in the Saints. Many are 
wrought upon by the Word, either read or heard it 
follows them trembling to their Clofets. 

Sometimes Ordinances and Prayer have been 
owned of God and bldTed for this Purpofe. 

We have reafon to think that in Baptifm, God is 
fometimes gracioufly pleafed to perform tbeThing that 
is fignified by it ; and to the external Waffling with 
Water, he adds the internal Purification of the Soul, 
by his Spirit ; this is to be born of the Water and of 
the Spirit. 

Providences the Holy Spirit often improves for 
this glorious End. God calls upon Men by Health 
and Profperity to repent and turn to him -, and he 
calls repeatedly, but they will not hear ; they do not 
feem to koow that God is calling them to Repentance 
by every Mercy •, they do not he ir his Voice. But 
God fays, I will call once more by the louder Voice 
of Affliction ; I will throw them down upon a Tick 
Bed, and rack them with Pain, and fflake them over 
the Flames of Hell, and there I will teach them their 

Sjns ; 
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Sins : This is the Way that infinite Grace fometimes 
ufes. But alas ! how many awful Inftanocs have we* 
wherein Sicknefs and AfBi&ion leave Perlbns worfe 
than it found them : In iiich Cafes Men often ripen 
apace for Damnation. 

Sometimes a Word dropped, in Convention, has 
proved a Word in Seafon to a poor Soul. 

Again, when the moft powerful Means have been 
unfuccefsful, even then God has mad« fome little 
Incident prove effectual tor this grand Purpofe. 

Thus wonderful is the Method of the Holy 
Spirit’s Operation on the Hearts of thofe who are 
regenerated, and brought out of the Kingdom of 
Satan, into the glorious Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrifl. 

Now what lhall I fay, once more, to you that 
are Unregenerate ? Poor Hearts, you are going to 
Hell fure enough 1 If you continue in your prefent j 
State, a little longer, there will foon be no Help for j 
you. | 

I 

You hu/e fome Hopes of being happy in the 
other World ; but you don’t know how nor where : j 
You have heard that Heaven is a glorious Place j and 
fo it is, but to who ? to thofe only who have had 
Heaven began in their Hearts upon Earth. 

If Heaven was a gay Entertainment, fuited to 
every carnal Dcfire, you would die Martyrs for it ; | 
but in your prefent State it would be worfe to you 
than a Prifon if you were there. 


Suppose 
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Suppose, like Elijah, you might be inftantly 
I tranOated to Heaven, in a fiery Chariot ; — how long 
! would it be before you would pine to come back again ? 

| There are no fenfual Delights to feed your poor carnal 
Appetites : — There the Enjoyment of God is their 
fublimeft Happinefs, and continual Praifes are their 
tnoft delightful Employment ; but fuch Happinefs 
| you have no Delight in, and how foon does fuch 
j Employment now become your Burden ? 

! O y* prayerlefs, unconverted Souls, let this Truth 
j ring like Peals of Thunder in your Ears ; you cruft 
be born again, or you muft be eternally damned.— 
Nothing will avail in Chrift but a new Creature ; and 
without Holincis no Man fhall fee the Lord. 

' Can you reft fecure in this Condition ? O think 
of Dives , that poor unhappy Wretch,— can you bear 
to lift up your Eyes with him in eternal Torments, 

{ and behold Salvation from afar, but yourfelves denied 
■ a Drop of Water to cool your flaming Tongues ? 

O hearken, my Friends, hearken to the loud Calls 
cfGod, he is even now calling to you and faying, 
Come now, ye Sinners, let us reafon together j 
; though your Sins be as fcarlet, they fhall be as white 
i as Snow, though they be red like Crimfon they (hall 
i be as Wool. — As I live, faith the Lord, I have no 
i Pleafure in the Death of the Wicked, but that the 
j Wicked turn from his Way and live : Turn yc, 

I turn ye, from your evil Ways ; for why will yc die ? 
I O Youths of New-England, turn unto the Lord, 
i and he will have Mercy upon you, and to our God 
j for he will abundantly pardon. God’s Hand is not 
1 fhortned that it cannot fave, neither is his Ear deaf 
that it cannot hear, but to this Day he is ftrctching 
out his Hand and waiting for your Return. O 
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O consider the amazing Love of JefusChrift, ar 
let him melt your Hearts into love to him. He th 
from Eternity had been happy in his Father’s Bofotf 
did in Time come into the World to feek and lav 
the Chief of Sinners. O what Agonies did he endur 
from the Manger to the Crofs ? O hear the Groans c 
Calvary, and behold the bleeding, dying Lamb c 
God on the Tree ! O wonderful Sight ! Angel 
ftand aftonidied to behold ! Corne Sinners, come 
Calvary’s Hill ! Come up to the Crofs, behold thi 
Lamb of God nailed upon it! See his Nail pierc’d 
Hands and Feet ! Behold that frefh- running Blood ; 
fee how it trinkles down his facred Body ! and hear 
the Call, the glorious Call it bears ! The Blood ol 
Abel called for Vengeance, but this calls for Mercy ! 
O methinks we hear that Call going forth from a dying 
Saviour cn the Crofs, Look unto me all ye Fads of 
the Earth and be ye faved, for I am God, and there 
is none elfe ! My Blood that you fee is fufficient to 
wadi away all your Sins: And now he fays, why will 
ye die, fince I have died that you may live ? Muft 
you and I both die ? Is not my Heart’s Blood fuffici- 
ent for you ? O Sinners, how often would Chrift have 
gathered you as an Hen gathers her Chickens under 
her Wings, and ye would not ! O Youths, let thefe 
Sufferings, thefe Calls melt your young and tender 
Hearts intoLove and Obedience ro the King of Kings. 
Receive him, by Faith, for your Saviour and Portion 
forever fubmit to all his Laws ; depend upon him for 
every Supply of Grace ; and, in a Way of Duty, 
depend upon him for every Comfort you need in Life : 
And fo you (hall become the Sons of God, and be 
entitled to all the Benefits of his Kingdom. 



C 
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O ! avoid theVanities of Youth, reclaim or forfakq^ 
four wicked Companions ; and return no more into 
;he evil Ways of the World. 

| I do folemnly invite you, the Rifing Generation, 
jo come away and join the Saints, and fet out with 
uhem for the upper World. There is no {olid Com- 
fffort here ; no Peace can we find •, it is a Place bf Tri- 
bulations and Sorrows : Why (hall we make it our 
Home ? No, come join the travelling Saints, fet out 
for Heaven’s Canaan, for the New-Jerufalem, for a 
City built by God, where unfeen Glories dwell ! 
Thither the Lord Jefus Chrilt is now gone to prepare 
Manfions for all his Saints *, and he is now gathering 
in his People, and is leading on his militant Care till 
•finally he will bring them all to be l'eated down with 
him in Glory ! 

What Objeftion have you ? Is there a beloved Sin 
that you are not vfiiiing to part with ? O pluck out 
that right Eye, cut off that right Hand, cad them 
from you, — better go to Heaven without them, than 
go to Hell with them, — part with Sin, or part with 
Life •, one or to’ther, you mud. Is it not Time to 
part with Sin, when the Wrath of God is revealed 
from Heaven againft all Unrightcoufnefs ? 

Do any of you fear the Frown and Mock of 
wicked People ? O fay, which is word, to endure 
the Frowns oi Satan’s Advocates, or the Frowns of 
Him who is aide to cad both Soul and Bodv intoHdl 
rorever ? Can wicked Men ftand up and plead for 
you in the Day of Judgment ? Will they deliver your 
Souls out of 1 Icll ? or will they be your Tormentors 
10 al! Eternity 5 

Are 
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Are you unwilling to lofe a little of your worldly 
IntereftJ$hat you may win the Kingdom of Hcavta ? 

O (ay, What will it profit you if you gafn the whdfe 
World and lofe your own Souls ? Can all the WoT|j| 
purchafe an Intereft in Jefus Chrift, at the Day of 
Judgment? He will then burn it up; and the Wicked 
(hall be like dry Stubble before his Wrath ! 

Are you unwilling to come now i Had you 
rather put it off till anothei Opportunity ? O remem' 
ber the young Man that went away from our Lord 
did you ever read any Account that he returned again ? 
No *, and it is greatly to be feared that this will be the 
Cafe with you, if you let (lip the prefent Opportunity. 
God was offended with thofe that confecrafed theBlind 
and the Lame of the Flock to him, in their Offerings ; 
and fo he will be offended with you, if you will not 
confecrate your youthful Vigour to his Service: God 
is now faying to you, My Son, my Daughter, give 
me thine Heart, Hear that fweet Encouragement of 
our Lord ; Seek ye firft the Kingdom of God and bis 
Right eoufnefS) end all theje Things jhcdl he added unto 
you. 

But what do you fay ? We are going to part : Are 
you willing to come to Chrift Him into 

your Heartr? Are you willing tolWlke the Vanities 
of this lower World, and to inlift under the Banner of 
King Jesus, and fojoin the Number of his Saints up- 
on Earth, and fet out for Heaven ? If fo, then in the 
Name of Him that hath purchafed it, all Blelfcdnefs 
in Heaven and in Earth is your’s ! 

Those who have, for fomc Time pad, folemnly j 
confederated yourfelvcs to the Lord, will aferibe all I 

Glory I 
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and Pralfc to Him who, of his own free Grace, 
th in us to, will and to do of his own atod Plea- 
O quit yourfelves, be ftrong in the Lord, play 
Man for Chrift Jefus ! Crowns immortal await 
u above ! 



Now mydear young Friends, I leave you ; may 
the Lord be with you. 

- % ' i 

3 ■ A Word to your Parents. 

‘■J • 

"My worthy Friends, I have been fpcaking to 
whom God has given to your fpecial Care. Such 
of you as are acquainted v/ith the divine Life, and have 
chofcn Chrift for your Portion, I hope will join your 
own Advice to what I have faid. Some of you travail 
ia Birth for their poor Souls, that Chrift may be formed 
in them* If you have any thing to do for them, now 
is your Time; if you have. any Inftruftions to bequeath 
diem, — any Prayers to offer up for them, you will not 
this Opportunity ; and as you are acquainted 
the pleafant Paths of Truth, you will have no grea- 
ter Pleafure than to fee your Children walking in them. 


AMEN. 





